MEET ELIZABETH
KNELLER, HARTH'S
FEATURED
VOLUNTEER OF
JUNE!
If you have ever met Elizabeth, you will know that
talking to her is like talking to someone you have
known forever! Whether she is cleaning out the
stalls or grooming her favorite horse Harpo, her
positive attitude will inspire you to do your best in
whatever you are working on at HARTH. Sherry
Atherton, President and founder of HARTH
Foundation says that Elizabeth is a “down to earth
animal lover, with a can-do attitude!”
Elizabeth moved to Burnet, Texas in September of
2019 with her husband, and fellow volunteer, Jeff.
They came here all the way from Joliet, Illinois and
are excited to spend their retired life in such a
beautiful and warm area. After moving to Burnet,
Elizabeth and Jeff began watching Heartland, a
Canadian TV series about family and horses.
Watching this show inspired them to want to spend
their time around horses while giving back
to the community. That is when they found HARTH,
and we are so lucky they did because it is a joy to
have them around helping out. You can tell that
when Elizabeth is grooming the horses, they are so
happy! When I interviewed her for this article, she
had just been grooming Zar, and I could almost
detect a grin on his face.
Back in Illinois, Elizabeth used to be a schoolteacher and worked with children who have special
needs. She is very passionate about helping those
with disabilities, and genuinely knows how
relationships with animals can change people’s lives
and bring healing. She is very excited for HARTH to
reopen soon so she will get to see everyone out at
the farm.

Elizabeth’s favorite thing to do at HARTH is
spending time with the horses. One beautiful
Wednesday morning in June, she was busy
grooming Elliot when Harpo came up behind her
and started softly nudging her back. He must
have been wondering why she was grooming
Elliot instead of him! Elizabeth says if she could
tell others one thing about HARTH, it would be
“how much the horses are loved.”
Elizabeth appreciates the community aspect of
HARTH, and she is a shining bright light that we
are lucky to have around. Her genuine passion
for the horses and background working with
children make her a unique and special
volunteer.
I asked Elizabeth if she had any advice for
someone thinking about volunteering with
HARTH and here’s what she had to say:
“Definitely do it! They teach you everything.”
She said that everyone at HARTH is “super
helpful and nice,” and to not be afraid to ask
questions. “You’ll always learn something
new,” she said with a glowing smile on her face.
Thank you, Elizabeth, for all you do for the
HARTH Foundation. Everyone appreciates your
kindness, and the horses love having you
around, especially Harpo!

